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Earlier this year April Yerges and Claude Rouchon, Cambodian School Project (CSP) Board
members, took 24 students from Edgewood College, and 2000 pounds of medical equipment
and hygiene supplies to Cambodia. They visited CSP funded elementary schools and JHP
Technical School, and held clinics and visited hospitals.

Below is one student's recollections of the trip.

“At the beginning of our journey, we were told that we were the “mustard seed”. Small, humble,
and easy to overlook, but capable of growing into something far greater than we could imagine.
That idea stayed with me throughout the trip. Even the smallest acts of kindness, presence, and
care can grow into something powerful and life changing.

Walking into our first clinical, | was more
nervous than | expected. | didn’t know what
the day would bring or how we would be
received. But the moment we arrived, that
fear eased. We were welcomed with open
arms, smiles, waves, and laughter. Even with
language barriers and limited resources, love
was the universal language. That first day
reminded me that nursing is just as much
about connection as it is about care. Mustard

seeds don’t need much to begin growing.

Working on the Cambodian School Project
alongside Sarith was an honor. Watching his
years of hard work come to life was inspiring,
and that night’s dance performance and formal
dinner felt like a beautiful celebration of culture
and connection. From watching artisans
handcraft silk, to seeing the sunrise at Angkor
Wat, to visiting the elephant sanctuary, each
experience left me in awe.




We were able to care for 678 children. Of those, 74 were referred for further medical treatment.
This included concerns such as irregular heart rates and murmurs, cardiac and respiratory
issues like low oxygen levels and asthma, severely enlarged tonsils causing breathing difficulties
requiring tonsillectomies, jaundice, and more. We also sent 17 children for vision exams and
eyeglasses.

From funds raised “approximately 51,400 went toward medical care and transportation costs,
and 5300 helped provide food for displaced families living at the pagoda. With additional
donations collected during the trip, we will be
donating S700 dollars to Angkor Hospital for
Children, and S500 to the Cambodian School
Project to support seven schools and provide
¢ food for local displaced families.

On our last clinical day in Phnom Penh, |
served as the leader of the day. Stepping into
that role pushed me outside my comfort zone
and showed me that | truly do have what it
takes to lead. That day, we were able to see
106 children and refer many for further
medical care. It was deeply fulfilling and
something | will always be proud of.

Saying goodbye to Cambodia was harder than | expected. This country taught me lessons |
didn’t know | needed. Lessons about gratitude, resilience, humility, and love. | am leaving
changed, carrying these moments with me forever. Cambodia didn’t just show me a different
part of the world. It reshaped how I see it, and how | want to move through it as both a nurse
and a person.”

As always, we thank you for your continued support.

And thank you to April, Claude, the Edgewood students, and espemally Ablgan Parker,
for her inspiring report.

Aukuhn Shahran
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